
              HISTORICAL CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS  

                        OF TENNESSEE 1796 - PRESENT 

      TERRITORY SOUTH OF THE RIVER OHIO 1790 - 1796 
 

 

                                     ATTORNEYS GENERAL  

                                AND REPORTER 
 

 

NAME PARTY BIRTH   & 

DEATH YEAR 

YEARS OF 

SERVICE 

James Houston Thomas 

 

Democrat 1808 – 1876 1836 – 1842 

George S. Yerger 

 

Whig 1808 – 1880 1831  - 1839 

Return J. Meigs 

 

Whig 1801 – 1891 1839 

West H. Humphreys 

 

Democrat 1806  - 1882 1839 – 1851 

William  G. Swan 

 

Whig Later Democrat 1821  - 1869 1851 – 1854 

John L. T. Sneed 

 

Whig 1820 - 1901 1854 – 1859 

John W. Head 

 

Democrat 1822 - 1879 1859 – 1862* 

Thomas M. Coldwell 

 

Republican 1822 - 1891 1865 – 1870 

Joseph B. Heiskell 

 

Whig 1823 - 1913 1870 – 1878 

Benjamin J. Lea 

 

Democrat 1833 - 1894 1878 – 1886 

George W. Pickle 

 

Democrat 1845 – 1917 1886 – 1902 

Charles T. Cates Jr. 

 

Democrat 1840 – 1919 1902 – 1913 

Frank M. Thompson Democrat 1860 – 1926 1913 – 1926 Died 

in office 

Charles L. Cornelius Democrat 1888 - 1968 1926 

 

Leonidas  D. Smith 

 

Democrat 1866 - 1932 1926 – 1932 

Roy H. Beeler 

 

Democrat 1882 – 1954 1932 – 1954 

George F. Mccanless Democrat 1904 – 1992 1954 –  

September 1969 



David M. Pack  1921 – 1996 September 1969 –  

May 1974 

Milton P. Rice  1920 -  May – September 

1974 

R. A. Ashley 

 

 1927 -  September  1974 

– October  1976 

Brooks Mclemore  1920 -  October 1976 – 

 July 1978 

William M. Leech Jr.  1935 -  July 1978 – 

July 1984 

W. J. Michael Cody  1936 -  July 1984 – 

September 1988 

Charles W. Burson Democrat 1944 -  October 1988 -  

February 1997 

John Knox Walkup   1947 -  February 1997 – 

January 1999 

Paul G. Summers  1959 -  January 1999 –  

October 2006 

Robert E. Cooper Jr. 

 

  November 2006 

 

 

   

 During the War between the States, civil government was suspended in Tennessee, and 

the office was vacant. 
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