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By MARGARET GREEN
Banner Correspondent
S:ﬂ‘fﬂh’h—'i‘hc last link lo Jefferson Springs, gay
spa of the early 1900s, was broken this week when
the bridge over Stones River was dynamited by the
U.S. Corps of Engineers in preparation for waters of

| the Percy Priest impoundment.

Located four miles northeast of Symrna in Ruth-
erford County, Jefferson Springs, often called Sul-
phur Springs, has long been somnoleni, and could be
described as completely deceased since early in 1967.

But it was not always thus. Many residents of
Middle Tennessee can recall the days when summer
vacationers swarmed to the Springs. s popularity
began back in the horse-and-buggy davs when canoes
and small boats were used to take visitors across the
river.

The story is told that cows were the first to dis-
cover the sulphur spring. When people noticed that
catile went out into the river every day to a certain
spot, they investigated and found the spring of strong
sulphur water bubbling up from the bottom of the
river, about 15 feet from shore.

Built Dam
some enterprising persons built a coffer dam
around the spring, and with a concrete fill, brought
the water to the surface and constructed a rock pier
to it for pedesirians from the shore and bhoaters on
the river.
People came from Nashville, Murf{reeshoro and
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Vacationers are “taking the walers” from the sulphur spring at the gay spa of
Jefferson Springs in northern Rutherford county in the early 1900's. In the back-
ground is the bridge built in 1914, which was destroved this wr{tk hv II‘[!: S,
Corps of Engincers to prepare for the rise of waters of Stones river behind the

Percy Priest dam.







