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Contemporary United States
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WASHINGTON WORD-TWISTERS AT WORK
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Jack Knox Papers, Washington Word-Twisters at Work, Box 11, F. 493, THS 640. This image reflects the cynicism that some Americans held towards Nixon regarding his failed promise to withdraw troops from Vietnam as soon as he became president. The war had raged throughout the 1960s during LBJ’s presidency, eventually leading many Americans to believe that the war effort was a failure that had sacrificed too many American lives. Nixon kept American troops fighting in Vietnam for almost five more years after he was elected (he was reelected in 1972). He had even extended the war into the neighboring countries of Cambodia and Laos. Troops were eventually withdrawn from southeast Asia, though what was called a “phased withdrawal.” When Saigon, the capital of South Vietnam, fell to the northern, Communist forces, American troops withdrew completely. The Vietnam War is usually seen as one of America’s most costly errors in foreign policy. Public distrust of Nixon heightened in 1973 during the Watergate scandal. Nixon was accused of lying, obstruction of justice, and using the Internal Revenue Service and other government agencies illegally. Although the details of the affair are quite complicated, Nixon essentially encouraged his staff to spy on the opposing political party, the Democrats, through illegal means. 


A Tennessee Soldier in Vietham

Christopher Ammons resting during patrol and standing next to his translator






Women'’s rights and the Equal Rights
Amendment (ERA)






WRHATCHA BET 7

I CAN

TRUST You
The nuclear arms e a?

race between the
USSR and United
States
characterized
political relations
between the two
countries
throughout the
1980s; attempts to
promote
disarmament were
usually met with
distrust and

suspicion. -
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Jack Knox Papers, Watcha Bet?, Box 11, Folder 494, THS 640. This political cartoon speaks to the deep distrust that characterized United States/USSR diplomatic relations. The large figure on the right represent in Soviet government; he is in the process of cheating the figure of Uncle Sam, who asks, “I can trust you to play fair? Can’t I?” The sign “Disarmament game – NO INSPECTION” refers to the issue at hand: can the Americans trust the Soviets when they claim to be disarming their nuclear weapons, especially when they are not permitting foreign inspections? Jack Knox was a political cartoonist who worked for the Nashville Banner for many years; he was known for his conservatism. 


Scientific and Technological
Progress In Recent Decades
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Dr. Stanley
Cohen of
Vanderbilt
University
earned the
Nobel Prize in
1986 for his
scientific
research on
growth factors
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Dr. Stanley Cohen of Vanderbilt, seen above, shared the 1986 Nobel Prize winner in Physiology and Medicine with Rita Levi-Montalcini; both were honored for their studies of growth factors. Dr. Cohen was the son of Jewish immigrants; beginning in 1959, he worked at Vanderbilt University as a professor in the biochemistry department. This photograph was originally published in the Nashville Banner. At TSLA, it is located in the Blue Book Collection, RG 238. 


The Urban
Landscape:
Patterns of
City Growth
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Tennessee Postcard Collection: on the left, Memphis postcard, THS Accession #528, on the right, a postcard of Nashville’s downtown area, taken before several well-known skyscrapers had been built. Throughout the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, southern cities such as Nashville and Memphis grew tremendously. Many of the urban areas suffered from what is commonly known as “white flight.” Urban areas retained poorer, African-American populations while wealthier whites moved to the suburban areas. This pattern can be seen in both Nashville and Memphis, and throughout cities in America, such as Los Angeles, Dallas, and Atlanta. The views above show the denseness of the urban areas in their core, but the urban sprawl continued outwards for miles, leading to problems such as increased traffic, weakened inner city development, displaced communities, and racial polarization. 
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The changing American family
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On the left, George Carl Dury (1859-1924) and family. His wife’s name was Catherine Norvell Watkins Dury, and his son was Carl George Dury (c. 1891 - ?), circa 1900, from the Nell Savage Mahoney Papers, THS VI-B-4, Box 15, Folder 38, DB #30141, TSLA. The three photographs on the right that include African Americans are from a private collection. The union of two men shows David Knight (right) with partner Joe Lazzaro as Donald Bird presides at their wedding at City Hall in San Francisco. Chronicle photo by Liz Hafalia. Web site:�http://www.sfgate.com/cgibin/object/article?o=42&f=/g/a/2004/02/18/gaywedgallery.DTL 

From its beginnings, the United States was always a diverse nation, as Native Americans had settled the area long before European explorers came. African Americans were an integral part of the country as early as the colonial period. Yet in many ways America had often been perceived as a nation of whites living in traditional nuclear families – mother, father, son, daughter. After the Civil Rights movement in the 1960s, many African Americans were able to enjoy greater equality with whites, although injustices persist. As seen in some of the photographs on the upper right, integrated marriages and non-traditional families are increasingly common in the United States. The number of Hispanics living in America is also on the rise; in Nashville, for instance, whites, African Americans, and Mexicans are joined by a plethora of other ethnic groups, including Kurds, Laotians, Vietnamese, Somalians, and more. 
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From All the People 1945-2001, Book 10 in A History of US, page 214. In 1993, President Clinton brought together Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (left) and PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat (right). The two leaders had just signed a peace accord at the White House. Image from Reuters/Corbis-Bettmann. Rabin was murdered by an right-wing, extremist Jew in 1995 who opposed his peace efforts; Arafat died in 2004 of natural causes. After the terrorist attack on the Twin Towers on September 11, 2001, the United States became drawn into Middle East affairs to an even greater extent than before. 
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